[The contribution of civilian health and social workers in the districts of Sør-Varanger and Vadsø during World War II].
Finnmark is the northernmost county in Norway, bordering on Russia. During the Second World War, Eastern Finnmark was close to Soviet-German front line. It was of vital importance to the Russians to hold on to the ice-free harbour of Murmansk. The Norwegian civilian population suffered badly during the war. Kirkenes went through 328 bombing raids and furious combat raged in town during the German retreat from Finland. The hospitals in Kirkenes and Vadsø were destroyed. This article gives an account of the wartime experience of civilian Norwegian health and social workers in the Kirkenes and Vadsø districts and of their admirable humanitarian effort.